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“Why do you seek the living one among the dead? He is not here, he has been raised.” Just let 
those words sink in for a moment. “He is not here, he has been raised.” When Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and John came to the empty tomb on that first Easter morning, they must have been 
stunned. But as the news sank in, confusion and sorrow gave way to amazement and joy, 
darkness gave way to light, and death gave way to life. Jesus is risen, and he lives forever! 
 
On Good Friday, Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for our sins. He was swallowed up by 
death, and to all appearances he seemed to be vanquished, defeated. But in the early hours of that 
Easter morning, when the world was still quiet, Jesus smashed open the gates of death and burst 
forth from the tomb, living once again. As the ancient writers tell us, by his death he ransomed 
us from death, and by his resurrection, he dealt death a mortal blow, so that sin and death would 
have no power over him ever again. And the good news for us is that we are swept up in that 
victory, carried along by the resurrection of Jesus. We too are now saved from the power of sin, 
we too are saved from the eternity of death. 
 
Last night in the dark of the Easter Vigil, the service of light reminded us that Christ is the Light 
of the world, that in his resurrection he triumphed over darkness and evil. The Easter fire pierced 
the darkness just as surely as Christ casts aside the darkness of death. The Easter candle that 
burns brightly before us now stands as a symbol of the risen Christ, and we stand in the glow of 
his risen life. 
 
Dear friends, there is no day of the entire year that compares with Easter. Our entire faith rests on 
the resurrection, and without it, it’s unlikely we would ever have heard of Jesus. If he had not 
risen, his small group of followers would have drifted apart, and Jesus would most likely be 
forgotten. It was the resurrection that gave his followers the courage and the purpose to proclaim 
him to others, and to live in the way he had taught them. And it’s the resurrection that brings us 
together and sends us forth, filled with joy and hope, ready to live the Easter faith that we have 
received as a gift. 
 
The resurrection is not just a belief that we pull out at Easter, or a doctrine that comforts us at a 
time of death. It is a whole way of life, a life that begins with our baptism and is sustained by our 
gathering in faith with the risen Christ on this day of his resurrection, the first day of the week. It 
is a way of life in which we try to keep ourselves aware of his presence within us in all we say 
and do throughout the week. Dear friends, if we truly believe in Easter, then we have to live a 
new life. Paul tells us we are to be intent on things above rather than on things of earth. If 
Christ’s resurrection does not begin to transform us now, when will it do so? Sharing in Christ’s 
risen life must begin now through the grace of resurrection that he gives us in the sacraments, in 
the life of the Church, and in the love we have for one another. Today we are reminded of this 
most basic truth of our faith. Today we rededicate ourselves to living that faith in union with our 
risen Lord, so one day we may come to share life with him in eternity. 
 



As we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection today, we rejoice in the grace of risen life that Jesus 
shares with us in a personal way. Through baptism, we are called by name and incorporated into 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, so baptism truly is the Easter sacrament. Paul tells us, 
“Through baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.” As baptized Christians, then, 
we have a certain hope that we too shall rise glorious with Christ on the last day. If we are 
faithful to the promises of baptism, we will share in the life of the Risen Christ. In a few 
moments we will recall our own baptism and reaffirm our baptismal promises as a sign of our 
firm faith in the redemption that Jesus won for us. We renew those promises and declare that we 
are one in the apostolic faith handed down to us by those who knew the Risen Christ and passed 
on to us this good news. And finally, we receive another Easter sacrament, the Holy Eucharist. In 
the Eucharist, we are made one with Jesus in his sacrifice on the cross, and we’re made one with 
him in his resurrection. Every time we receive the Eucharist, we receive a pledge of future glory, 
the glory of the One who died and now lives forever. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, there are times when we all experience sadness and loss in this earthly 
life. We all encounter the dying of someone we love, and our own dying too. But the empty tomb 
of Easter gives us hope, hope that death is not the end of life for ourselves or for those we love. 
Easter is the answer to all the tears that we shed because it tells us God has better things planned 
for us. Today God reveals not only the resurrection of his Son. God also shows us his plans for 
all who are his sons and daughters, for all those who share in the risen life of Jesus. Easter is not 
only a story to be told. It is not just an account of a miracle that happened a very long time ago.  
It is the breakthrough which has determined the meaning of all history, of my history and your 
history. If we really grasp this, then we will truly share in the grace of our Lord’s risen life. May 
the hope of new life in Christ fill your hearts today and always, because as St. Augustine says, 
“We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song.” 


