
Questions for Review 
Making Moral Decisions 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Judge the morality of the following acts.  Describe in what way, if any, the intentions and 
circumstances affect the quality and degree of the act. 
 
 
Situation #1 
 
During the time of the pandemic hand sanitizer was hard to find in the beginning.  Katie’s family realized 
they had to be very careful not to get sick as her mother has cancer and getting COVID might kill her.  They 
couldn’t buy any bleach or sanitizer as it was all out of the stores.  However, one day Katie was walking 
through her university union and noticed all the hand sanitizer stations, they had a ton of the stuff.  So she 
just took one bottle amongst many to take home for our own family so they could use it and help keep 
germs away from her mother.  
 
List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 
 

Situation #2 
 
Robert had a friend named Sam who was struggling in math class.  Sam was close to failing the class and 
needed help.  So Robert spent every evening the week of the test tutoring his friend in math so he could 
pass. They spent hours together.  Robert was a great tutor and Sam really appreciated the help as he 
could not have passed the test without his help. The day of the math test came and Sam was nervous 
about taking it, but Robert reassured him he was ready.  Sam was able to pass the test. In fact he did pretty 
well.  The grades were posted the next day and Sam got a B on it.  Sam was so excited to see the grade 
that he started bragging to the other classmates that all it took was a little studying on his part.  His 
classmates asked him if he had any help studying. He said no, he did it all on his own.  Robert overhead 
the conversation and said nothing.  Sam’s classmates were amazed how well he did, but they still didn’t 
really believe he received no help so they asked Robert about it; knowing they were good friends.  Robert 
told them he didn’t help at all and hadn’t seen Sam all week other than class.  That made Sam feel really 
good and he knew he had a trusted friend in Robert to keep quiet.  
 
List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 
 
Situation #3 
 
Margaret went shopping at Walmart.  She bought a top and shoes and paid with a $100 bill.  The top and 
shoes were on sale so she should have gotten $32 in change.  The clerk rang her up and gave Margaret 
the change.  Margaret didn’t count it she just put it in her wallet and left. The next day she noticed that she 
had $42 dollars in her wallet.  She realized the clerk must have given her an extra $10.  She didn’t have 
time to go back to Walmart and she also didn’t think it was worth the hassle standing in line at the Walmart 
service counter just to explain that they gave her an extra $10 in change. She couldn’t prove it.  So she 
kept it and thought later to maybe donate it to charity.   
 
List the act, the intention and the circumstance.  Is the call a morally right act?  Why or why not? 


